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RE v. 11, 4, 5. 


Nevertheleſs, 1 have ſomewhat againſt thee, be- 
cauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love. 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 


and repent and do the firſt Works; or elſe I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 


Candleſtick out of his Place, except thou re- 


pent. 


T HE SE Words are part of that Epiſtle 
which St. Jahn was to ſend, in the 
Name of Chriſt, to the Church at 
Epheſus ; which was a celebrated City in 4/ia 
Minor, and the Metropolis of thoſe ſeven 
Churches, to which ſo many Apocalyptica 
Epiſtles are directed. For, although the Evan- 
geliſt was commanded to write to the Biſhop or 
Angel of each of theſe Churches ; yet the Con- 


tents of theſe Epiſtles were not confined to 


them alone, but regarded the Churches under 
their Government, arid the Congregations of 
Chriſtians over whom they preſided. 
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4 A FAST SERMON. 

Theſe Epiſtles, I fay, literally and primarily 
concern'd thoſe Churches to which they were 
reſpectively ſent : but they are, beſides, of more 
extenſive uſe, and may be of great Service to 
the Church of Chriſt in all Places, and in all 
Ages; as they contain juſt Reprehenſions, ten- 
der Admonitions, and affectionate Exhortations; 
as they ſet before us terrible Threats againſt 
Impiety and Diſobedience, and propoſe glorious 
Rewards ſubſequent to Faith and Holineſs. 
And therefore, at the Concluſion of them, the 
Holy Spirit propoſeth them to our Conſideration, 
ſaying, * He that hath an Ear, let him bear 
what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, 

As to this particular Epiſtle, He who holdeth 
the * Seven Stars in his Right-hand, as an Em- 
blem of his Care and Protection of the Angels 
or Biſhops of thoſe Churches; — and Who is 


repreſented as walking in the midſt of the ſever 
Golden Candleſticks, to ſhew his Vigilancy over, 
and paternal Affection to thoſe Churches, and 
the Power he hath of removing from them the 
 Candlefticks when they ſhall become unworthy 
of his glorious Light : —— He, who is the 
Lord of all things, the Head of his Church, 


5 Chap. ii. 7, 11, 17, 29. Chap. iii. 6, I 3, 22. 
2 Chap. ii. 1. 
and 
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A FAST SERMON, 5 


; and who by his Omniſcience obſerves all that is 
done in it, declares to the Church of Epheſus, 
3 that all her Yorks are known to him whether 
Þ they be good or bad : — that her Labour and 
3 Trouble, her Patience and Perſeverance are ap- 
proved by him: — that her diſlike of evil Men, 
and her diligence in diſcovering and ſeparating 
from falſe Teachers, are pleaſing to him : 
And that he eſteems her for labouring for his 
Name's-fake, and for not fainting and falling 
back, or betraying the Truth of Religion for 
fear of Perſecution, A 

Theſe are the Commendations, which our 
Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow on that 
Church, for thoſe Things in which ſhe had ex- 
celled : But if ſhe had fince degenerated, and 
done what deſerved Reprehenſion, ſhe muſt 
expect to hear hat alſo from the Mouth of 
Truth. Admonition may lead to Amendment, 
and Reformation will diſarm the Hand of the 
Avenger: So that it is with the ſame paternal 
Affection and kind Concern that our Lord in 
the next Verſe ſays, + Nevertheleſs J have 
ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left 
thy firſt Love. The Object of the Churches 
Love is the Lord Jeſus; this the Church of 
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A FASs T SERMON. bs 
Epheſus is not charged with changing or wholly 
laying aſide: She was not turn'd Apoſtate, but 
was grown remiſs in Affection towards Chriſt; 
— her Fervour was abated, and Luke-warmneſs 
had ſucceeded into the Place of Zeal ; — her 
Practiſe of Piety and Virtue became leſs con- 
ſpicuous ; — and her good Works were grown 
defective. 

Hence Chriſt commands the Epheſians to be 
mindful from whence they are fallen; to com- 
pare their preſent with their former Eſtate ; 
and, being led by this Reflection, to repent and 
be inwardly grieved that the State of Religion 
among them is upon the Decline ; to reſolve 
and attempt the Recovery of their late praiſe- 
worthy Condition; and to do their fir/# Works 
of Devotion and Piety, of Love and Charity. 

But as Admonition is too ſeldom effectual, un- 
leſs it be back'd with a more powerful Sanction; 
the Lord and Guardian of the Church, in order 
to prevail on them to return to their Duty, ſub- 
joins the following Threatning, denoting what 
would ſpeedily befal them, if this gracious 
Epiſtle ſhould fail to ſtir them up to Amend- 
ment: — Or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
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A FAST SERMON. 7 
and will remove thy Candleſticł out of his Place, 
except thou repent. 

A Golden Candleflick, with regard to the 
Purity of its Subſtance, and the Brightneſs and 
Reſplendency of what it contains, may be well 
ſet forth as a fit Emblem of the glorious Light 
of the Goſpel, which illuminates the Churches 
of Chriſt : So that the Removing of this Can- 
dleftick from the Midſt of any particular 
Church, muſt ſignify the Removal of God's 
holy Ordinances and Worſhip from thoſe who 
ſhall render themſelves unworthy of them. 
The Light of the Goſpel cannot be extin- 
guiſh'd: It muſt burn for ever: But the Be- 
nefit of its Warmth, the Glory of its Bright- 
neſs may be intercepted by the gloomy Cloud of 
God's Diſpleaſure, As his Church is Catholic, 
it ſhall never fail ; the Faith and the Truth will 
always flouriſh in ſome Parts of the World: 
But when any Congregation of Chriſtians abuſe 
the Grace of God, and refuſe to make a ſuit- 
able Return to his Goodneſs, and to improve 
the Talents he hath committed to them, thoſe 
Talents ſhall be taken away, the Means of 
Grace ſhall be denied them, their Candletick ſhall 
be removed out of his Place, and they left and 

abandoned to their own wicked Hearts, with- 
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8 A FasT SERMON, 
out the Grace of God, or the Light of the 
Goſpel. | 

Thus it unhappily fell out with the Church 
at Epheſus; ſhe, as it ſeems, diſregarded the 
gracious Admonitions of her Lord. His Epiſtle, 
ſent to her in ſo tender and condeſcending a 
Manner, had not the deſired Effect. She ne- 
ver after arrived at the ſublime Pitch of her 
former Affection to her divine Lord. She did 
not recover that li or higheſt degree of Love 
to Chriſt, which at her original Converſion 
adorn'd and commended that Afatick Church. 
Her fr/t Works were ſtill omitted, or ſuperfici- 
ally and negligently perform'd : And thus, it is 
probable, ſhe fell from one Wickedneſs to ano- 
ther, until the Long-ſuffering and Patience of 
God was worn out; and ſhe being ripe for 


Vengeance, fell a Sacrifice to the Crimes which 


were here reproved, and to the Puniſhment 
herein threatned. Accordingly Chri/# came to 
her, not clothed with Mildneſs, but arm'd 
with Terror ; not in Mercy, but in Judgment : 
He removed her Candleſtick out of its Place; 
he deprived her of even the Face of a Church ; 
and took from her not only her ſpiritual Advan- 
tages, but alſo her temporal Wealth and Dig- 
nity. If we enquire into the preſent State of 
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A FAST SERMON, 9 
this once glorious Church, this once famous 
and proconſular City, this moſt celebrated Mart 
of the /efſer Aſia, we ſhall find that her Riches 
and Traffick have been long ſince at an End; 
inſtead of a City, nothing but a Village of poor 
Cottages, and heaps of Ruins can be diſcovered; 
and ſo far is this Place from now having any 
Church in her, that there is not a Chriſtian to 
be found within ſome Miles of it; and the 
whole Territory thereof is now under the fla- 
viſh and tyrannical Government of Turks and 
Mabometans. 

Thus we have ſeen the firſt Import of the 
Text, as it regarded the Church of Epheſus, 
for whoſe ſake principally this Epiſtle was writ- 
ten. To make it uſeful to ourſelves, we muſt 
hear what the Spirit faith to ht’ Church, and 
apply it to our own Cale, We may perhaps, 
when we conſult our Annals, recollect the 
Time when the Church of England abounded 
in good Words; — when the Reformation of 
Religion in %is Land produced a Reformation 
of Manners; and a Zeal for the Truths of 
Chriſtianity warm'd the Hearts, and influenced 
the Lives of the Profeſſors of it: When 
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6 Pococſe's Obſerv. on the Eaſt, Vol. ii. Part. it. p. 46, 
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10 A FasT SERMON. | 
Men were arm'd with exemplary Patience, and, 
having their Hope full of Immortality, deſpiſed 
the Allurements, and diſregarded the Terrors of 
the World; and made it their Choice to ſuffer 
the worſt of Torments, and the Loſs of their 
Lives, rather than to make Shipwreck of their 
Faith, and to part with their Religion. 

God kniw and obſerved their Works, and 
their Labour, and their Patience : he knew and 
approved their Virtues, and their Integrity : he, 
for their Sakes, bleſſed the Nation with Peace 
and Proſperity : he continued to us the Purity 
of our Religion ; he fix'd our Candleſtick on a 
firm Baſis, and ſupplied it with Light to ſhine 
and illuminate all around us. 

But, as is uſually the Caſe, Proſperity cor- 
rupted our Morals ; our Zeal for Religion abat- 
ed; God had many Things againft us, and 
 ſhew'd himſelf diſpleaſed that we had left our 
firſt Love. He uſed many Methods to bring 
us back to our Duty. He permitted our Foes 
to invade us, and then delivered us from their 
Violence by his mighty Arm. He ſuffered our 
Enemies to lay Plots, and to ſpread Nets to en- 
trap us; but he diſappointed their Deſigns, and 
brought their Devices to nought. 
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A FasT SERMON. 11 
As all this would not reclaim this unhappy 
Nation, he raiſed up an inteſtine War in our 
Land, and gave Succeſs to a Rebellion, which 
overturn'd our Monarchy, and removed our 
Candleſtick out of his Place; depriving us for a 
Time of thoſe Bleſſings, which we did not ſuf- 
ficiently prize, nor endeavour to deſerve, 
When our Sion had for ſome Years ſat 
ſolitary, and bewailed herſelf in the Duſt; the 
Almighty was graciouſly pleaſed again to turn 
our Captivity, to re-eſtabliſh our Government, 
and to replace our Candleſtick ; in order to try, 
if the Enjoyment of our civil and religious Li- 
berties, which we had been fo long deprived of, 
would make us ſhew our Gratitude to the Al- 
mighty Power, which had ſo wonderfully ſent 
us Deliverance. But, alas! that which ſhould 
have been religious Joy, degenerated into looſe 
Mirth ; and, inſtead of Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, a Series of Luxury and De- 
bauchery, Vice and Immorality, Atheiſm and 
Prophaneneſs ſucceeded among us, and over- 
flow'd the Land. 
Upon this God's Anger was again ſtirred up; 
he ſent Plague and Peſtilence amongſt us. to de- 


vour our Strength, and raging Fire to conſume 


our 


12 A FAST SERMON. 
our Wealth, and to humble the Pride of our | 
great and wicked Metropolis. N 

When theſe ſore judgments did not work 
the Effect which Providence had defign'd ; 
God ſent us a King in his Wrath, who at- 
tempted to invade our civil Liberties, and, what 
was much more to be dreaded, to introduce 
among us the corrupt Religion of the Church 
of Rome. Whilſt we were thus in Danger, we 
cried unto the Lord, and applied to him for 
Help and Deliverance : upon which God graci- 
ouſly heard our- Prayer, and granted us the 
Deſire of our Hearts: he ſaved us for bis 
Name's-/ake, that he might make his Power to be 
known : he ſecured to us our Religion and Li- 
berties, and made us once more an happy Peo- 
ple. 

Happy indeed ſhould we have been, if we 
had remember'd his Mercies, and turn'd with 
all our Hearts unto God our Saviour : but we 
ſoon forgat his Works, and the wonderful Things 
which he had done for us: ſo that we con- 
ſtrain'd him to go on to rule us with the Rod: 
nevertheleſs even here in the midſt of Judgment 
he  remembred Mercy; and whilſt we were 
engaged in a long and expenſive War, he fre- 


quently gave us Victory over our Enemies, and 
I at 
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A FasT SERMON, 13 


at length reſtored to us the Bleſſing of Peace: 
and when, by the Permiſſion of Providence, 
Rebellion raiſed up her deteſted Head in the 
midſt of us, Almighty Power ſoon quelled the 
Monſter, and re-eſtabliſh'd our Tranquillity. 

Such were, till of late, our outward Cir- 
cumſtances; Peace abounded, Traffick flou- 
riſh'd, and Plenty enſued: what they are at 
preſent, it will become us ſeriouſly to conſider ; 
and what Cauſe can be alledged for ſo great a 
Change. 

We have ſeen that God hath been wonder- 
fully good and gracious to this Land, He hath 
ſhower'd down his Bleſſings upon us with a li- 
beral Hand: he hath chaſtiſed us as his Chil- 
dren in a paternal and very tender Manner. 
He hath tried all Methods both of Lenity and 
Severity to engage us in his Obedience, He is 
{till inclined to fave us from Sin and Miſery; 
and unwilling to abandon us to Deſtruction. 
He ſhews us in his holy Word the Way to ap- 
peaſe his Wrath, and obtain his Favour ; and 
we may imagine him in the Words of my Text 
addrefling himſelf to this our Nation: I have 
ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left 
thy firſt Love. Remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
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14 A FasT SERMON, 
firſt Works ; or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleflick out of his Place, 
except thou repent. 
From which Words we are taught to re- 
flect, | 


I. Firſt, on our own Sins: I have ſomewhat 
againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
Love 

II. Secondly, on the Puniſhment threatned to 
this Iniquity ; I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleſtick out of his 
Place, 


HI. And, Thirdly, the Duty enjoined us for 
avoiding this Judgment; Remember from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the firſt Works. 


I. Firſt, we are herein admoniſh'd to re- 
flect upon our own Sins: I have ſomewhat 


againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 


Love. 

That it Love here ſpoken of, is that ſtrong 
and ſincere Affection with which the primitive 
Chriſtians embraced Chriſt and his Religion. 
They loved God above all Things, and were 


ſo enamoured with the Beauty of Holineſs, and 
ſo 
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A FAST SERMON: 15 
ſo firmly attach'd to the Goſpel of Chriſt, that 
they ſuffered nothing to come in Competition 
with it ; they looked upon all worldly Acqui- 
ſitions as Drofs and Dung in compariſon of it; 
and were willing to reſign all Pretenſions to 
Riches and Power, Eaſe and Pleaſure, fo that 
they might win Crit: Terrors and Perſecu- 
tions could not ſhake their Integrity, for they 
counted their Lives as nothing, readily laying 
them down for the Sake of their Maſter. The 
Intenſeneſs of their Love for him and his Doc- 
trine, made them careful to regulate their Be- 
haviour according to his Precepts, and had a 
proper Influence on their Practiſe ; they became 
burning and ſhining Lights in the World for 
their Ardent Devotion towards God, and their 
Love to Mankind; Religion and Piety, Juſtice 
and Charity, unſpotted Innocence and Purity, 
and all kinds of Virtue were conſpicuous 
amongſt them ; and in this manner they adorn'd 
the Doctrine of God their Saviour, and re- 
commended it to the World. 

But where ſhall we now find this primitive 
Simplicity, this genuine Chriſtianity? Can we 
expect to meet with it where Iniquity abounds, 
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16 A FasT SxrMON, 
Character of Sin, expreſſed in the Text by 
keaving our firſt Love, is with too much 
Propriety adapted to our Age and Nation; 
where a Zeal for the Service of God, and the 
Honour of Chri/t is ſo greatly decayed, and a 
Regard for Religion and Virtue ſo much abated : 
where the Form of Godlineſs is frequently ridi- 
culed and laugh'd at, and the Power of it well 
nigh baniſh'd from among us, | 

God hath therefore many Things againſt us, 
and the Overflowings of Impiety and Immo- 
rality have juſtly provoked his Wrath. 

How doth Infidelity flouriſh and increaſe ? — 
How are the old Arguments againſt the Truth 
of our holy Religion, —thoſe, which many Ages 
fince have been baffled and diſcountenanced, 
now again revived and urged, as if they were 
not void of Strength and Solidity ? 

How are new Topicks daily deviſed to gain- 
fay and oppoſe the infallible and moſt certain 
Doctrines of our Faith, to impeach and contra- 
dict the Facts of the Goſpel, and to ſhake the 
Foundation of God, which, in ſpite of all their 
vain and impious Efforts, ſtands ſure and im- 
moveable ? 

How is the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Lord, 
confirmed by the Evidence of credible Wit- 

ER: neſles, 


i A FAST SERMON, 17 
| neſſes, and aſſerted by the Holy Spirit of God, 
endcavoured to be ſet afide as a Fiction and 
Impoſture ; and the main Ground of our holy 
Religion undermin'd and Ae to be ren- 
der'd precarious ? 

x How have the rational Grounds of the 
| Chriſtian Faith been attack'd, on an inſidious 
> Pretence, that our Religion is not founded on 
Argument; that our Faith is the Effect of our 
Education; that we muſt believe, becauſe the 
Authority of our Superiors commands us to do 
ſo; and that we ought not to ſearch after the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity.? As if the 
Scriptures did not furniſh us with ſufficient Ar- 
guments for the Foundation of a rational Faith? 
We believe, becauſe unbiaſſed Reaſon cannot 
refuſe its Aſſent to the Truths there laid down, 
nor can reject the Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes 
as are produced in their behalf: and when we 
are aſk'd, we can givr a Reaſon of the Faith that 
is in us: whereas thoſe who oppoſe it, can, for 
their ſo doing, render no Reaſon but Vice and 
Obſtinacy. 

How 1s every thing that is ſerious and ſacred 
made the Subject of Scoffing and Boffoonry ? 
How are theſe Things done, and the Scoffers 
ſuffered to go on with Impunity ? 
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16 A FasT SRRNMON. 
Character of Sin, expreſſed in the Text by : 
leaving our firſls Love, is with too much | 
Propriety adapted to our Age and Nation; 
where a Zeal for the Service of God, and the 
Honour of Cbriſt is ſo greatly decayed, and a 
Regard for Religion and Virtue ſo much abated : 
where the Form of Godlineſs is frequently ridi- 
culed and laugh'd at, and the Power of it well 
nigh baniſh'd from among us, 

God hath therefore many Things againſt us, 
and the Overflowings of Impiety and Immo- 
rality have juſtly provoked his Wrath. 

How doth Infidelity flouriſh and increaſe ? — 
How are the old Arguments againſt the Truth 
of our holy Religion, —thoſe, which many Ages 
fince have been baffled and diſcountenanced, 
now again revived and urged, as if they were 
not void of Strength and Solidity? 

How are new Topicks daily deviſed to gain- 
fay and oppoſe the infallible and moſt certain 
Doctrines of our Faith, to impeach and contra- 
dict the Facts of the Goſpel, and to ſhake the 
Foundation of God, which, in ſpite of all their 
vain and impious Efforts, ſtands ſure and im- 
moveable ? 

How is the Reſurrection of our bleſſed Lord, 
confirmed by the Evidence of credible Wit- 

| neſſes, 
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A FAST SERMON. 17 


neſſes, and aſſerted by the Holy Spirit of God, 
endeayoured to be ſet aſide as a Fiction and 
Impoſture ; and the main Ground of our holy 
Religion undermin'd and attempite to be ren- 
der'd precarious ? 

How have the rational Grounds of the 
Chriſtian Faith been attack'd, on an infidious 
Pretence, that our Religion is not founded on 
Argument; that our Faith is the Effect of our 
Education; that we muſt believe, becauſe the 
Authority of our Superiors commands us to do 
ſo; and that we ought not to ſearch after the 
Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity? As if the 
Scriptures did not furniſh us with ſufficient Ar- 
guments ſor the Foundation of a rational Faith? 
We believe, becauſe unbiaſſed Reaſon cannot 
refaſe its Aſſent to the Truths there laid down; 
nor can reject the Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes 
as are produced in their behalf: and when we 
are aſk'd, we can givr a Reaſon of the Faith that 
is in us: whereas thoſe who oppoſe it, can, for 
their ſo doing, render no Reaſon but Vice and 
Obſtinacy. 

How 1s every thing that is ſerious and ſacred 
made the Subject of Scofting and Boffoonry ? 
How are theſe Things done, and the Scoffers 


ſuffered to go on with Impunity ? 
How 
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18 A FasT SERMON 

How is the Name of God daily blaſphemed 
with Oaths and Execrations ; and the Ears of 
all pious Chriſtians pierced with thoſe impious 
Speeches which are heard in our Streets? It is a 
ſure Sign that God is but little thought on, 
when he is often mentioned without a Cauſe, 
and without the leaſt ſhew of Reverence ; and 
it is a certain Token that the Nation is ripe for 
Vengeance, when prophane Wretches are ſuf- 
fered to imprecate God's dreadful Judgments, 
and at almoſt every Word to call down the 
Curſe of God on their guilty Heads. 

How deplorable a Cate is it, that, wherever 
we go, we meet with ſuch Scenes of Luxury, 
and ſo many Inſtances of Drunkenneſs ; — 
that we ſee human Nature, by the Abuſe of in- 
toxicating Liquors, debaſed to a Level with Bru- 
tality ; and our People by this odious and perni- 
cious Practiſe waſting their Subſtance, enervating 
their Strength, prejudicing their Health, weaken- 
ing their Faculties, and incapacitating themſelves 
for the Performance of the Affairs of Life, and 
the Duties of their Station ? 

What Variety of Methods hath this Age in- 
vented for the Deſtruction of Time and Wealth, 
for the Encouragement of Luxury and Plea- 
ſure, —to take Mens Minds off from their pro- 


per 
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per Buſineſs, — to give them a light turn of 
Thought,— and to afford them Oppertunities 
: of giving a Looſe to their Paſſions and corrupt 
In clinations, and of running into all kinds of 
$ Debauchery, Vice, and Extravagance ? And how 
have theſe Places of Entertainment been fre- 
quented, theſe Temples of Pleaſure crouded, 
> whilſt our Churches, the Temples of the living 
| God, have been almoſt deſerted ? 

God hath appropriated to himſelf one Day 
in ſeven; but woful Experience ſhews us how 
unwilling Men are to allow him even that ſmall 
Proportion of their Time ; whilſt, inſtead of a 
Day of Devotion, they make it a Day of Buſi- 
neſs or Diverſion, and often employ it in a worſe 
Manner than they do any other 88 of the 
Week. 

The Time would fail me, ſhould J attempt 
to enumerate the many Inſtances of Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, of Rapine and Violence, of Theft 
and Fraud, of Perjury and Injuſtice, of Adul- 
tery and Fornication, and other heinous Crimes 
which are daily committed without either 


Shame or Remorſe, and have grievouſly defiled 
our Land. 


Shall not God puniſh for theſe Things? Will 
not his Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? © 
B 2 II. I now 
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20 A FasT SERMON. 

II. I now come to conſider, Secondly, the 
Puniſhment threatened in the Text to Iniquity 
T will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
thy Candleſtick out of bis Place. 

The Judgment here denounced is, as I have 
already obſeryed, the depriving us of the Light 
of the Goſpel, ſet forth under the Emblem of 
a Golden Candletick ; — the removing from the 
Midſt of us the outward Form of our eccleſiaſti- 
cal Polity, the pure Ordinances of the Church 
of Chri/t, and the Beauty of our Public Wor- 
ſhip;— the letting us be no more a Church, 
giving us up to diabolicat Deluſions, and the 
Corruptions of our own Hearts, permitting us 
to apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, and fall into 
downright Heatheniſm or Atheiſm ; — or elſe 
ſuffering our Doctrines to be corrupted with 
the vain Traditions of Men, our Worſhip to 
be defiled with ſuperſtitious Pageantry and Ido- 
latry, and our pure Religion to degenerate into 
Popery and Anti-chriſtianiſm, 

This is the terrible Judgment, which God 
threatens us with; and the preſent unhappy 
and hazardous Circumſtances into which our 
Sins have brought us, ſhould make us imagine 
that we hear the Voice of God with Terror 
"_— the ſpeedy Execution of this Threat, 

(unleſs 
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A FAST SERMON, 21 
(unleſs we diſarm his Fury by Amendment) 
and ſaying, I will come unto thee quickly. 
He hath long born with us ; he hath tried all 


Methods to reclaim us; ſtill we have continued 


obdurate, and thwarted the gracious Deſigns of 
his Providence; ſo that divine Patience mult at 


laſt be worn out, and Mercy make way for 
Juſtice, 


The Juage now ſeemeth to fand at the 
Deor, ready to try, condemn, and puniſh this 
guilty Land! and a dreadful Puniſhment it is» 


which hangs over our Heads, and is ready to fall 
upon us! 


Our Religion hath here been happily de- 
fended by our civil Government ; the Church 
and the State being ſo excellently interwoven, 
that, whilſt one ſubſiſts, the other cannot well 
ſuffer ; and ſuch is the Nature of our admirable 
Conſtitution, that they muſt both ſtand and 
flouriſh, or ſink and fall together. Loyalty is 
the Mark of the Church of England, and the 
Title of our Monarch is Defender of the Faith , 


ſo that whilſt the Church prays for and pays 


true Allegiance to the King, and the King ſup- 
ports the Purity of our Religion, and protects 
the Rights of. the Church; our Conſtitution 


B 3 muſt 
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maſt remain unviolated, and the People of this 
Land enjoy their Religion and Liberties. 


This the Enemies of our Peace are too well 
acquainted with, and know that whilit we have 
a Proteflant Prince on the Throne, Popery can 
never be eſtabliſh'd among us: ſo that their 
Buſineſs is firſt to attempt the Overthrow of 
our Government, that they may then with the 
greater Eaſe bring in their corrupt Religion. 

Thus then the Denunciation in the Text, 
when applied to ourſelves, muſt be underſtood 
in this Latitude, to comprehend the Deſtruction 
of our civil Government, and the Ruin of our 
Church. And, indeed, if we look back to the 
Puniſhment inflicted on the Epheſians in pur- 
ſuance of it, we ſhall find the Effect to be equal- 
ly large and extenſive, and to have reach'd both 
their religious and civil Rights, to have deprived 
them both of their Sceptre and their Candle- 
flick, to have turn'd their Government into 
Confuſion, their Freedom into Slavery, their 
Wealth and Grandeur into Poverty and Miſery, 


their Politeneſs into Barbarity, and their Reli- 
gion into Infidelity. 


It is a melancholy, but withal a neceſſary 
Taſk, to take a View of our preſent Situation, 
and to look forwards towards thoſe Evils, 


which 
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A FAST SERMON, 23 


which (unleſs God in his Goodneſs avert) we 


have reaſon to expect may fall upon us. 

We are engaged in a War with two power- 
ful Nations, and conſequently we are ſurround- 
ed with Enemies abroad, who are plotting our 
Ruin, and with a watchful Eye catch at every 
Advantage to oppreſs us. By their Inſtigation 
a Rebellion hath been begun, and by their Aid 
and Aſliſtance is {till carrying on in the Bowels 
of this Kingdom, in behalf of a popi/h Preten- 
der to the Throne. 

No one, I am perſuaded, is a Stranger to the 
Miſcries which our Country hath uadergone al- 
ready; and every one, from what he hath late- 
ly read and heard, muſt form in his Mind a 
dreadful Idea of what it hath ſuffered by this 
unnatural and impious War. 

Our valiant Men have fallen by the Swords of 
Ruffians. Our Nobles, our Chiets, and our 
brave Soldiers, inſtead of enjoying Reſt and 
Eaſe after their late Fatigues in fere:gn Parts, 
are forced to bear the Inclemencics of the Sea- 
ſon, and to be hurried up and down in the Pur- 
ſuit of a vagabond and lawleſs Crew of Tray- 
tors. The Terror and Conſternation of the In- 
habitants of the Places thro' which they have 


paſſed was ſo great, that it cannot be deſeribed 
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even by thoſe who felt -it ;- but they can and: do 
relate to us the Damages which they have 
ſyſtain'd from theſe Miſcreants, in having their 
Perſons abuſed, their Lives threatned, their 
Horſes taken away, large Sums of Money vio- 
lently extorted from them, their Proviſions con- 
ſumed, and their Houſes pillaged and detaced. 


But all this is as nothing, in compariſon of 
what would follow, if their Treaſon ſhould 
take Effect: if, whilſt our Land labours 
under theſe Diſorders, and our Powers are em- 
ploy'd to follow a domeſtic Enemy, it ſhould 
pleaſe God to permit our inveterate Enemies 
from abroad to invade our Country, and farther 
to diſtreſs us by pouring in numerous Forces 
upon us: if the united Strength of all 
who are confcderated againſt us ſhould by divine 
Permiſſion meet with Succeſs; What have we 
not to fear, when the natural Conſequences 
thereof would be, what I tremble to mention, 
the Overthrow of our Government, and the 
Deſtruction of that Royal Houſe, which hath 
for many Years ruled over us with Lenity and 
Juſtice, and protected us in the Enjoyment of 
our Rights and Liberties? 


What a diſadvantageous, what a dreadful 
Change would it be, inſtead of a gracious 


Prince, 
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A FAST SERMON, 25 


Prince, to receive a King from the Hands of 
France, from our natural Enemies ? 
ceive one Who has been long ſo greatly indebted 


to them, that it would conſume our Wealth to 


repay his Obligations ? One who has been ſo 


well taught aid inſtructed by them in the Arts 


of Tyranny, that it is not to be ſuppoſed he 
would ſubmit to any Limitation of his Authori- 
ty, or be content with leſs than ute Power? 
Who, conſequently, would at one blow 
deſtroy our Properties, and deprive us of that 
Liberty, which we have long made the Subject 
of our Boaſts, as the B:rth-right of an Eng- 
liſhman ? And who, without the Conſent of 
us or our Repreſentatives, would make every 
thing his own which his Will and Pleaſure 
ſhould prompt him to demand? 

The Loſs of Liberty hath been eſteem'd 
worte than the Loſs of Life : but there is a Loſs 
which ſtill far exceeds even this; and that is the 
Loſs of our Religion, the Removal of our Can- 
alejiick, And what can we expect leſs in one 
who hath been nurſed up at Rome inthe Superſti- 
tions and Corruptions of that idolatrous Church? 
He hath been taught that Hereticks, as we are 
there called, are to be rooted out of the Earth, 
that the Romi/b Religion is of Neceſſity to be 

propagated 
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26 A FAST SERMON. 


propagated by all Ways and Methods whatſover ; 
and that if fair means will not make Men em- 
brace that Faith, Fire and Faggot muſt be 
called for, to prevent them from profeſſing or 
ſpreading any other. If any are fo vain as to 
think, that the Proteſtant Religion can ever flou- 
riſh under a Popiſh Prince, they muſt know no- 
thing of the Romiſh Religion, and be but little 
acquainted with the Hiſtories of their own 
Nation : and if any ſhould, notwithſtanding, 
pay a Regard to any Promiſes that ſhould be 
made by a Prince of that Religion, to ſupport 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Faith; 
there are ſeveral flagrant Inſtances to the con- 
trary, and particularly 7wo in this Kingdom, 
which ſhew, that as the Church of Rome lays 
it down as her Doctrine, That faith is not to be 
kept with Hereticks; ſo ſhe requires every 
Prince in her Communion to break all ſuch 
Promiſes, and, for the greater Glory of God, as 
they ſpeak, diſpenſes with all ſuch Obligations, 
tho” entered into never ſo ſolemnly, and bound 
on their Souls with the moſt ſacred Oaths. 

And here I might fay much in order to give 
you a juſt Notion of the Excellency of our 
happy Conſtitution both in Church and State ; 

and of the Miſery which would overwhelm us, 


if 
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A FAST SERMON. IF 
if it ſhould be broken through, or overturned : 
but the Time will not permit me to enlarge far- 
| ther on this Head; and, from what has been 


ſaid, every one muſt perceive the Weight of 
that Curſe denounced in the Text, I vill come 


unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick 
out of his Place. 


III. I haſten therefore, Th:rdly and laſtly, to 
conſider the Duty enjoined us for avoiding this 
Judgment; Remember from whence thou art 


fallen, and repent, and do the firſt Works, 
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1. Firſt, we are commanded to remember 
from whence we are fallen; -= to compare our 
preſent reprobate and loſt Condition with our 
former; our preſent Coldneſs and Indifference, 
with the Warmth and Zeal of primitive Chriſti- 
anity ; our preſent degenerate, impious and im- 
moral Courſe of Lite, with the Piety and Vir- 
tue of ancient Times; that, by collecting the 
ſuperiour Excellency of that State, we may be 
induced to attempt the Recovery of it. Vice 


and Impicty uſually proceed from Heedleſſneſs 
and want of Conſideration; from our being 


taken with ſome ſpecious Allurements, and not 
obſerving the real Deformity of Vice; from 
taking a Diſtaſte at what appears difficult or un- 
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pleaſant in Virtue, and not diſtinguiſhing its true 
Beauty: fo that, when the Miſt is taken from 
before our Eyes, and Men can be brought to a 
ferious Conſideration, and to view and examine 
them both in a true Light, they will be regu- 
larly led to forſake the Ways of Wickedneſs, 
and to follow that which is good and com- 
mendable. 

2. Secondly, after we have remembered from 
whence we are fallen, and have attained a juſt 
Notion of our Degeneracy, we cannot but re- 
pent and endeavour to reclaim. In order to 
this, we muſt fix in our Minds a thorough Aver- 
ſion and Abhorrence for the Sins we have found 
ourſelves guilty of: we muſt afflict our Souls 
for having thus offended the Almighty : we 
muſt place our Iniquities in that hateful Light 
which properly belongs to them ; and with un- 
feigned Sorrow and Contrition confeſs them 
with all their aggravating Circumſtances to Al- 
mighty God, and with the greateſt Humility 
and Earneſtneſs implore his Pardon. 

When we have done thus, we muſt take up 
ſincere and hearty Reſolutions of forſaking the 
Crimes which we bewail and confeſs; and muſt 
offer up unto God ſolemn Vows of Amend- 
ment, and be very importunate with him (with- 

„ QUT 


A FasT SERMON, 29 
out whom we can do nothing) to beſtow on 
us Grace ſufficient to enable us for the future to 
= perform theſe Reſolutions. For without an 

actual Amendment, the deepeſt Sighs will not 
blow away our Guilt, nor the moſt plentiful 
Showers of Tears waſh out the Stains of our 
Souls : without an entire Change of Mind, and 
a real Reformation of Life, all our Sorrow for 
Sins will be nothing worth, and our confeſſing 
of them will be no better than Profaneneſs and 
Hypocriſy. 

3. Thirdly, then, what ſhould follow Re- 
pentance and Reſolutions of Amendment, but 
to do the firſt Works ? Thoſe Works which 
we did in purſuance to the Laws of God be- 
fore our Fall from Goodneſs; thoſe Works 
which the Apoſtles of our Lord and the Chriſti- 

ans of that Golden Age were eminent and con- 
ſpicuous for, thoſe Works, which the Goſ- 
pel ſets forth, and the Writings of the Apoſtles 
propoſe to us as the proper Fruits of Chriſtianity ; 
thoſe Works, without which Repentance 
will always be imperfect, and which alone can 
turn away the Anger of God, and prevent his 

Judgments from falling on us. 
We ſhould employ ourſelves in Works of 
Picty towards God, in reading his holy Word, 
in 
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30 A FasT SERMON. 

in attending on his public Worſhip, in receiving 
his holy Sacrament, in offering him the conſtant 
Tribute of our private Devotions, and in en- 
deavouring in all Things to promote his Ho- 
nour and Glory : in Works of Juſtice and 
Equity towards Mankind ; in paying to every 
one thoſe Debts of Honour and Reſpect, of 
Service or Obedience which are due unto them; 
in refraining from Extortion and Oppreſſion, 
Theft and Robbery, and acting with Openneſs 
and Exactneſs in all our Dealings: in 
Works of Charity and Humanity, in relieving 
thoſe who are in Want, comforting thoſe who 
are in Sorrow, and doing all the good and kind 
Things which the Opportunities we meet with, 
and the Circumſtances we are in enable us to 
perform :!—— in Works of Temperance, So- 
berneſs, and Chattity, neither conſuming the 
good Creatures of God in Waſt and Extrava- 
gance, nor abuſing our own Bodies in any 
manner unbecoming . the Dignity of our Na- 
ture. 

Having thus ſeen the Things which God 
hath againſt us; the Threatnings which he hath 
denounced to our Impenitence; and the Means 
of avoiding his Judgments; I muſt exhort all 
who hear me, ſeriouſly to lay it to Heart, and to 
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A FAST SERMON, 31 
bring it home to their own Conſciences : for, 
without this, our Abſtinence will be of none 
Effect, and our ſolemn Prayers and Supplica- 
tions will be only a moſt profane Mockery of 


Heaven. 


The heavy Wrath of God now hangs over 


our Heads, ready to fall upon us. The de- 


ſtroying Angel hath lifted up the Sword, and 
begun to ſtrike, and many have felt the Weight 
of his Hand: how far his Commiſſion extends, 
or where he will be commanded to ſtop and 
deſiſt, is a ſecret known only to God ; but this 


we are certain of, that what is of the utmoſt 
Value to us now lies all at Stake; and we know 


of no way of preventing it being loſt for ever, 


but trying to appeaſe God's Wrath by ſincere 
Repentance and Amendment, and moſt heartily 


interceding with God to be merciful to this 
guilty Land. 

It is the Duty of every * Perſon to join 
herein for this double Reaſon, becauſe the Sins 
of every one, even of the beſt of us all, are 
great and many, and when added to the Ac- 
count do help to augment the Weight of the 
national Guilt ; and becauſe every one would be 
a Sufferer in the Overthrow of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and would in his Religion, his Liberty, 

his 
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32 A FAST SERMON, 
his Perſon, his Relations, or his Eſtate, fall a 
Victim to the Rage of our Enemies, and then 
too late bewail his Wickedneſs and Inſenſibi- 
lity. on 
How then can any refuſe their Aſſiſtance to- 
wards ſaving themſelves, and all about them, 
from this terrible Calamity, this imminent De- 
ſtruction? How can any now neglect to 
pray for the Peace of our Fferuſalem? Or 
how can any whole Circumſtances are eaſy, be 
ſo wretchedly ſordid, as now to with-hold their 
Hands, when their liberal Contributions will in 
this Time of Danger further her Security? 
Their Loyalty to their King, and their Love to 
their Country cannot be ſufficiently ſhewn by 
their Prayers and their Wiſhes; they are but 
pretended if they go no farther.———To raiſe 
Men for our Defence, and to ſupport and en- 
courage thoſe Soldiers who venture their Lives 
for our Religion and Liberties, and who in this 
rigorous and unkind Seaſon of the Year ſtruggle 
with Hardſhips, that we may enjoy ourſelves in 
Peace and Comfort under the Cover of our. 
own Roofs, is not only a noble and ſeaſon- 
able Act of Charity, but an Act of Patriotiſm, 
a Mark that we love our Country, and would 


endeavour at the Expence of our Wealth to pro- 
tect 
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A FAST SERMON. 33 
tect it, and to cheriſh and reward the Defenders 
of it. 

Let us therefore by all proper Methods de- 
monſtrate our Zeal and Fidelity to our King and 
Country: and, above all things, let us ſhew our 
Regard for Religion, and the Honour of God. 
Let every one of us examine into the Plague of 
his own Heart, and pull out from thence thoſe 
Vices which corrupt the Soul, deprive us of our 
Innocence, and provoke the Wrath of Heaven. 
Let us bewail the Sins of others, and weep and 
mourn for the Iniquity of our Land. Let us 
beg of God not to remember our Offences, 
nor the Offences of our Forefathers, but to ſpare 
his People whom he hath redeemed with his 
moſt precious Blood, and with that ſovereign 
Balm to heal all our Sores. Let us intreat him 
to be our mighty Defence and Deliverance, our 
Shield and Protector; to bleſs his Majeſty King 
GEoRGE with Health, and all kinds of Proſpe- 
rity; to fight for him againſt his Enemies, and 
to crown his Arms with Victory ; that ſo Peace 


and Plenty may flouriſh in our Land, and the 


true Religion be Mill firmly cftabliſh'd among 
us, through Teſzs Chriſt our Lord; to whom, 

with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all 
Honour, Praiſe, and Adoration, now and for 
ever. Annen. 
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AL MIGHTY GOD, 


FOR THE 


Suppreſſion of the late Unnatural Rebellion, 
and Deliverance of theſe Kingdoms from 
the Calamities of an Inteſtine War. 
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2 SAM. xxii. 48, 49, FO. . 


It is God that avengeth me, and that bringeth 
down the People under me, ci 


And that bringeth me forth from mine Enemies : 
thou alſo haſt lifted me up on high above them 
that roſe up againſt nie : thou haſt delivered nie 

from the violent Man. 


Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
among the Heathen, and I will ſing praiſes 
unto thy Name, 


HUS it was that the Royal Prophet 
g exulted in his Succeſs and Proſperity 
and thus he acknowledged himſelf in- 

debted to the Almighty for all the Rleſſings 
which he enjoy d. God himſelf had anointed 
him King over Iſrael, but was pleaſed to try 
him with various Chances, and to leave him to 
ſtruggle with many Difficulties, before his 
Kingdom was eſtabliſhed in Peace, and he could 
repoſe himſelf quietly and ſecurely on the 
C 3 Throne 
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Throne which Providence had allotted for him 
and his Poſterity, 

© Saul had been by divine Deſignation for ſome 
time in Poſſeſſion of the Royalty; but having 
forfeited the Right by his Diſobedience, the 
Lord had rejected bim from being King. How- 
ever, the evil Spirit from the Lord prompted 
him, by human Policy and Force, fooliſhly to at- 
tempt to ſecure the Kingdom to himſelf, and 
to perſecute and contrive the Deſtruction of that 
facred Perſon, whom he knew Heaven had ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him. He ſought to kill him 
with his * own hand: — he gave him his own 
Daughter to Wife, that ſhe might be 3 a Snare 
unto bim: — he ſent him on a dangerous 
Expedition againſt the Enemies of the State, 


+ That David might fall by the Hand of the Phi- 
tiftines, When Providence had covered his 


Head in the Day of Battle, and crowned him 


with Victory; the envious and enraged Mo- 
narch till ſought his Life, and forced him into 
Baniſhment, and to ſeck for ſhelter amongſt the 
Enemies of 1/raz]. Not contented with his, 
he purſued him from Place to Place : but the 
Vengeance of God at length overtook the aban- 
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.don'd Prince; his Forces were defeated by the 


Philiflines, and the Blood of Saul and Jonathan 
ſtained the Mountains of Gillaa, and made 
room for the envied Competitor. 

Upon this the Houſe of 5 Fudab made David 


King over them in Hebron ; whilſt Abner en- 


couraged Ib-hoſbeth, the Son of Saul, to aſpire 
to the Crown ; who cauſed David much trou- 
ble, tho', inſtead of ſucceeding, he periſhed in 
the Attempt. David then, in the eighth Year 
of his Reign over Judah, was, by the free Con- 
ſent of the Tribes, advanced to be King over 
6 all Iſrael, He was yet to conquer the ? regal! 
City, and take Jeruſalem from the Febufites : 
even after this, he was engaged in Wars with 
the? Moabites, the Edomites, the Amorites and 
the Syrians: and no ſooner had he gained the 
Victory over his foreign Enemies, than his owr: 
Family gave him much Diſturbance: 9 his fa- 
vourite Son Abſalom rebelled againſt him, and 
obliged him to quit his Capital ; but this At- 
tempt ended in the Death of the undutiful and 
diſloyal Conſpirator. After this, '* Sheba con- 
y”_ opt him; and then the ** Philiſtines 
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40 A Tranx8c1vinG- SerMON, 
again became troubleſome unto him, ſo that the 
Light of. Iſrael, the precious Life of God's 
anointed, had well nigh been * extinguiſhed in 
the Conflict. 
Upon Occaſion of his ſeveral Victories and 
wonderful Deliverances, he had frequently coni- 
poſed various Hymns of Praiſe to God, who 
had been his conſtant Defender, and the Lifter 
up of his Head: and now this pious and patient 
Prince, finding ſome reſpite from his Troubles, 
and ſeeing himſelf ſecurely ſeated on the Throne 
'of his Kingdom, was moved with an holy Zeal 
and religious Gratitude towards his gracious Be- 
nefactor, and dictated that Pſalm of Thanks 
and Praiſe, out of which my Text is taken ; or, 
as the ſacred Hiſtorian expreſſeth it, David /pake 
unto the Lord the Words of this Song, in the Day 
that the Lord had delivered him out of the Hand 
F all his Enemies, and out of the Hand of Saul. 
It is beyond my preſent Buſineſs to enter upon 
a particular Review of this whole ſublime 
Thankſgiving ; but the Solemnity of this Day 
properly calls on us to join with the ſweet 
Pſalmiſt of Mrael in faying, It is God that 
avengeth me, and that bringeth. down the People 
under me, and that bringeth me forth from mine 
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A THANKSGIVING SERMON. 4 


Enemies: thou alſo haſt lifted me up on high above 


them that roſe up againſt me : thou haſt delivered 
me from the violent Man. Therefore 1 will give 
Thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the Heathen, 
and I will ſing Praiſes unto thy Name. 

In order therefore to raiſe our Souls to a pro- 
per Pitch for the Celebration of God's Praiſes 


on this joyful Occaſion, we ſhall do well diſ- 


tinctly to conſider, 


I. Fir/t, The eſpecial Bleſſings we have re- 
ceived; 

II. Secondly, The Author and Beſtower of 
theſe Bleſſings: 

III. And, Th:irdly, The Return which we are 
in Duty bound to make for them. 


I. Firſt then, let us take a View of the eſpecial 
Bleſſings we have received: and thele are, no 
leſs than the wonderful Preſervation of our Li- 
berties, our Lives, and our Religion; — the Re- 
ſtoration of Peace at home; — and the Security 
and Eſtabliſhment of whatever is moſt dear 
and valuable to us. 

If we look back to the Time which preceded 
theſe late unnatural Commotions, we ſhall per- 
ceive that our Situation was ſo eaſy and happy, 
that it will be abſurd to think, that any irregu- 

lar 
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lar or violent Meaſures could poſſibly mend it. 
We /at every one under our own Vine, and our 
.own Fig-tree : we enjoy'd our Rights and our 
Properties: and, when Rapine and Violence 
diſturbed the Peace of Society, and evil-minded 
Men invaded what belonged to us, we had Laws 
in Force to declare both the Crime and the Pu- 
.niſhment, and Magiſtrates who bare the Sword 
in order to inflict the Sentence of the Law. 
Thus were our Poſſeſſions ſecured, and our Per- 
ſons protected from Injury. Our Government 
was mild and equitable, and adminiſtred accord- 
ing to thoſe Laws which were made with our 
own Conſent, and are contrived effectually to 
_ exclude Tyranny and arbitrary Power. 

This was our Condition as to Temporals ; — 
and as to the State of our Religion, we had not 
only the free Exerciſe of it, but it was ſettled 
and eſtabliſhed among us, and Encouragement 
given us to ſerve God according to the Purity 
of the Goſpel, without any ſuperſtitious or ido- 
latrous Mixture. The Word of God lay open 
before us in our native Language, and we were 
permitted and adviſed: to ſtudy it, as the only 
Foundation of our Faith, and the beſt Director 
of our Manners. Perſecution on pretence of 


Religion was contrary both to our Opinion and 


our 
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"mon Prodjce:i-Liberty was allowed to tails 


Conſciences ; and Perſuaſion was the only In- 
ſtrument by which we endeavoured with the 
Cords of a Man to draw others over to the eſta- 
bliſhed Church. 

This was the happy Situation we were in; 
and this our Happineſs we imagined to be fixed 
on ſo firm and ſolid a Foundation, that nothing 
could overturn it. In the Height of our Secu- 
rity we heard a Rumour, but we * regarded it 
not; and, like the Servant of Elijab, ſlightingly 
faid, Behold, there ariſeth a little Cloud out of the 
Sea, like a Man's Hand! We had no Suſpicion 
that this ſmall Cloud might ſpread and enlarge 
itſelf, till it covered and darkned our Hemiſphere. 
We heard not the Sound of abundance of Rain, 
and little thought that this Cloud was full of 
Storm and Tempeſt to diſturb our quiet. We 
diſregarded the Day of ſmall Wings; and be- 
lieved not, until theſe Kingdoms were filled 
with an armed Multitude of enraged and blood- 
thirſty Rebels, who attempted to unhinge our 
excellent Conſtitution, to overturn our Govern- 
ment, and deſtroy our Church ; in order to ſet 
up an arbitrary Power inſtead of a legal Admi- 
niſtration, and an idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 


2 x King xvili. 44. 
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44 A TranKsGIVING | SERMON. 
Worſhip, inſtead of the Exerciſe of the pure 
Proteſtant Religion. 

We cannot be truly ſenſible of our Deli- 
verance, | unleſs we caſt our Eyes back on the 
imminent Danger we were in; — when the 
Lives and the Properties of ourſelves, our 
Friends, and our Relations, when our Religion 
itſelf, and every thing that was moſt dear to us 
were at Stake ; — unleſs we reflect ſeriouſly on 
the melancholy Thoughts which ſome Months 
ago overwhelm'd us, when the Seat of Sove- 
reignty ſhook ;—when our Candleſtick tottered, 
and ſeemed ready to be removed out of its 
Place; - when our Hearts trembled for the Ark 
of God; when Popery and Tyranny attack'd 
us with a high Hand, and we were not in a 
Condition to defend ourſelves againſt them ;— 
when great Part of our Land was covered with 
an armed hoſtile Force, and the rebellious Na- 
tives were aſſiſted with Succours from abroad in 
the vile, ungrateful, and unnatural Parricide of 
deſtroying the Country which brought them 
forth. | 

How did our Fears prevail over us daily more 
and more, as their Powers became ſtronger, 
their Numbers increaſed, and their Rage grew 


more boiſterous? How were we diſtracted be- 
| tween 
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tween Grief and Terror, when we heard that 
Multitudes had felt the Weight of their barbar- 
ous Fury, —that our ſtrong Holds had ſurrender- 
ed themſelves into their Hands, — that the Lives 
of many Loyal Subjects had been facrificed in 
the Defence of our Country; and that our Fields 
were made wet with the Blood of the Slain :— 
when we found them approaching towards the 
Heart of this Kingdom, and continually ex- 
pected their making a farther Progreſs, and too 
fatally drawing near us and our Metropolis ? 
But, in the midit of this their apparent Succeſs, 
a Panick ſeized on them; their Courage de- 
ſerted them; they turned their Backs on the 
Royal Forces; they fled before their Purſuers, 
and were at length overtaken and defeated by 
the Royal Hero, whoſe Courage, Conduct, and 
military Virtues it would be criminal on hie * 
ful Occaſion to paſs by unregarded. 

After this happy Turn of Affairs, Succeſs con- 
tinually declared for us, and the Rebel Cauſe 


gradually declined, till at length the Traytors 


had nothing left but deſpair, — no Choice, but 
whether they ſhould immediately ſurrender 
themſelves to their Conquerors, or flee to their 
Rocks and their Mountains, and there ſcreen 


themſelves for a ſhort Time, and defer their 
deſerved 
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deferved Puniſhment, until the Vengeance of 
an enraged Sovereign ſhould find them out. 
From hence we date the Reſtoration of our 
Happineſs : for this we now rejoice, that we are 
again re-inſtated in the fame deſirable Condition 
from which we were in Danger of falling, Our 
domeſtic Enemies are ſubdued, our Religion 
preſerved, our Government fixed upon a firmer. 
Baſis, our Peace at home reſtored, and our 
Land regaining its former flouriſhing Aſpect. 
Theſe then are the eſpecial Bleſſings we have 
received and at preſent commemorate ; and it 
therefore becomes our Duty to conſider, 


II. Secondly, The Author and Beſtower of 
theſe Bleſſings. And here we ſhall find the 
Truth of what i afferted in my Text; 3 17 7s 
God that avengeth me, and that bringeth down 
the People under me, and that bringeth me forth 
from mine Enemies : thou alſo haſt lifted me up on 
bigh above them that roſe up againſt me: thou 
haſt delivered me from the violent Man. 

Ina general View, every Benefit or Advan- 
tage which we do or can enjoy, comes from 
God, who created the World, and preſerves 
and governs it; ho diſpoſes the Affairs of it 
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according to his good Pleaſure, and by his Pro- 


 vidence over-rules all natural Cauſes, and di- 


rects all human Actions, giving Succeſs to ſome, 
and defeating others of their Aim. 8 
The Fate of People and Nations, of Kings 
and their Kingdoms is in his Hands. He in- 
creaſeth the Nations, and firaitneth them again : 
he ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it 
to whomſoever he will, He commandeth the 
Elements, and they obey him: he /#i/leth the 
Raging of the Sea, and the Madneſs of the Peo- 
ple. In vain is either Strength or Policy, when 
employ'd againſt the Scheme of Providence ; 
and the moſt valued Qualifications become of 
no uſe, unleſs Heaven proſper us when we go 
about to exert them, The Race is not always to 
the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong ; nor can 
the firmeſt Battallions, the ſwifteſt Squadrons, 
or the moſt copious Armies, when they rely 
upon their own Courage, Conduct, or Policy, 
aſſure themſelves of Succeſs or Victory, Many 
Chances there are, many Accidents in the Courſe 
of War, which human Foreſight can never 
diſcover, and which may, nevertheleſs, render 
the moſt plauſible and well-contrived Plan in- 
effectual: and theſe Circumſtances are in the 
Diſpoſal of Providence, who may by the order- 


ng 
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ing of them defeat the moſt artful Stratagems, 
and render the greateſt Force, and the moſt 
redoubted Valour of no more effect than Ti- 
midity and Impotence. & 

We may be fully ſatisfied in this either from. 
ſacred or profane Hiſtory ; in both which we are 
furniſhed with many Inſtances, where, by ſome 
unforeſeen and unexpected Accident, ſtrong and 
numerous Armies haye been deprived of the 
Victory; and the ſmaller Number, who before 
the Engagement were perhaps deſpicable to their 
Enemies, have kept the Field as Conquerors. 
None but an Atheiſt ,can impute this to meer 
Chance; Whilſt all, who own a ſuperior Being, 
muſt needs conclude, that ſuch was the Will 
of God, who diſpoſed all the ſeveral Occur- 
rences towards that End which he had before 
ordained. 

If Pravidence kindly interſeres in things of 
the ſmalleſt Moment : — if a Sparrow doth not 
fall to the Ground, or a Hair fall from our Head, 
contrary to the Will of God; ſurely the Dif- 
polal of Crowns and Kingdoms, and the Bat- 
tles on which thoſe attend as Rewards, (Caſes 
in which the Happineſs of thouſands are deeply | 
concerned) mult be worthy of the Divine Al- 
tention, and fit Olyefts of his Care: and there- 

fore 
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fore we may well affert, that it is God who 


giveth Viftory in Battle, and that the Succeſs of 


War dependeth wholly on him. 


Hence then let us learn to abate of our 


Pride, and not to place our Confidence in our 
Skill, our Strength, or our Numbers; ſince, 
* unleſs the Lord keep the City, the Watchman 


waketh but in vain :— unleſs the Lord fight for. 


us, we can have no reaſonable Hopes of Succeſs. 
Let us learn to place our whole Truſt in God 
alone; but this muſt not hinder us from doing 
all we can in our Defence ; only, when we have 
made the beſt Preparation to oppoſe our Ene- 
mies, we are then to look up to God for Succeſs, 
to beg that he would proſper our Endeavours, 
and to recommend ourſelves to his Favour by 
Sorrow for our Tranſgreſſions and Reſolutions 
of Amendment: and if, after this, he ſhall bleſs 
us with Victory, (as he hath /azely been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to do) we muſt acknowledge him 
to be our only Saviour and Deliverer, and that 
it is of the Lord's Mercy that we are not con- 
ſumed. Whatever Commendations we de- 
ſervedly beſtow on thoſe who commanded our 
Armies, or fought our Battles for us, — who 
directed with Diſcretion, or combated with 
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Courage ; ſtill the Glory of all belongs to God, 
who inſpired them with Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence, who animated them with undaunted 
Valour, —who taught their Hands to War, and 
their Fingers to fight, who covered their Heads 
in the Day of Battle, - who gave cach Ball a 
"Commiſſion whom it ſhould annoy ; — who 
turned the Counſels of their Enemies into 
Fooliſhneſs, diſheartened their Forces, and made 
them turn their Backs upon their Conquerors. 
When we thus apply the general Doctrine to 
our own particular Caſe, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge that God hath done great Things far 
us whereof wwe rejoice; and that it is he who 
Hath trodden down our Enemies, who hath 
bifted us up on high above them that roſo up again/l 
us, and hath delivered us from the violent Man. 


We may all of us plainly enough diſtinguiſh 
the Finger of God in almoſt every Step of the 
late Diſorders. By the Permiſſion of the moſt 
High, for the Puniſhment of our Wickedneſk, 
a Handful of Rebels ſuddenly grew up into a 
dreaded Multitude, and defeated our Troops at 
the firſt Onſet : but the ſame good Being pre- 
vented their making the be/? of their Victory; 
and, in Compaſſion to us, infatuated our Ene- 
mies, and with-held them from proceeding 


forwards 
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forwards, and flying to the Spoil, at a Time 
when this Kingdom was naked and defenceleſs, 

and nothing, in all human Probability, could 
have ſtopped their Progreſs, or have reſiſted their 
Power. But inſtead of this, they loitered at a 
Diſtance, and gave us leiſure to gather Forces 
to oppoſe them. When we were prepared for 


their Reception, they marched as it were to 


meet us: but here again Providence interfered ; 
God looked down from Heaven, and diſcomfited 
them, — he ſent Faintneſs into their Hearts. 
he put his Hook in their Noſe, and his Bridle 
in their Lips, and led them back by tbe Way. by 
which they came. 

But then it was fit we ſhould have another 
Check, leſt we ſhould pride ourſelves in our 
Advantages, and ſhould fay, our own Hand, 
and our own Arm had wrought our Deliverance. 
God therefore ſuffered us to engage without 
Succeſs, and to retreat from thoſe whom we 
had before chaſed back. However, his Mercy 
ſtill attended on us; and at length, in his good 
Time, when our Foes were raiſed to the higheſt 
Pitch of Aſſurance, and ſeemed certain of Vic- 
tory, he, who holds in his Hands the Balance of 
the World, and weighs the Fate of Kingdoms, 


was graciouſly pleaſed to declare for us, and to 
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52 A THANKSGIVING SERMON; 
enable us to give our Enemies a total Orer- 
throw. | 

I ſhall enter into no rer detail of cheſs 
Affairs, which would not ſo properly come from 
this Place; but ſhall beg of you at your Lei- 
ſure to reflect on the many remarkable Inci- 
dents which have happened during thoſe inteſtine 
Broils; and I am well aſſured, that the more 
you think of them, you will be the more 
fully convinced, that God is the Author and 
Beſtower of the Bleſſings which we now com- 
memorate. And this brings me, 


III. In Þe T] bird and laſt Place, to Ede the 
Return which, we are bound in Duty to make 
for them ; which the Plalmiſt thus expreſſes, 
Therefore J will give Thanks unto thee, O Lord, 


among the Heathen, and I will ſing Prat rt unto 
thy Name. 


When Man receives any. Favour 508 his 
Fellow - creature, he cannot be excuſed from 
Returns of Thanks, without being ſtigmatized 
for his Ingratitude: how much more will the 
ſupreme Being, the Maker of Heaven and 
Earth merit a/ our Thanks and our Praiſe, for 
looking down from the Throne of his Glory 


upon 
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upon us finful Men, and conferring Benefits on 
us Worms of the Earth? Lord, what is Man, 
that thou art mindful of bim; or the Sons of. Men, 
that thou regardeſt them? God hath no Motive 
to induce him to do this, but his own intrinſic 
Goodneſs : it is this which moved him firſt to 
create Man upon the Earth; and it is zhis 
” which makes him continually ſupply him with 
” what is neceſſary and convenient for him, and 5 
watch over him for good. The conſtant Mercies bi 
then, which every one of us do every Hour 9 
receive, demand from us continual and un- I 
ö | | feigned Thanks: but when, beſides theſe, God 
© ſhall at any Time beſtow on us eſpecral Bleſ- 
ſings, ſuch abundant Goodneſs ſhould ſtir us up 
do an higher Degree of Gratitude, to ing unto 
the Lord a new Song in a more exalted Strain, 
and to take all the moſt proper Methods of 
ſhewing ourſelves truly thankful. 
When we are fully convinced in our Minds, 
that it was the Hand of God, and not the Arm 
of Fleſh, which hath brought about our De- 
liverance, our Souls ſurely can never be ſo ſlug- 
giſh and ſtupid as not to meditate on God's 
Goodneſs, and admire and adore the Wonders 
of his Providence; our Hearts muſt needs be 
cnlarged, and our Mouths filled with his Praiſe. 


The 
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The Joy which we conceive on ſuch Oc- 


caſions, will ſwell too high to be confined to the 
Heart, or pent'up in the Cloſet. It will break 
out into grateful Acknowledgments, and ſeek to 
vent itſelf by talking of God's Salvation Day 
by Day. It will perſuade us, that public Bleſ- 
fings demand public Acknowledgments, and will 
dire& our Feet to the Houſe of God, where 
his Praiſes may be ſet forth with greater Solem- 
nity, here an holy Emulation may increaſe 
our Thankfulneſs, -where we may encourage 
each other in giving Praiſe unto God, and fay, 
2 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his Name together ; let us glory in his Excel- 
lencies, let us venerate his Power, let us think 
with Admiration on his Wiſdom, let us celebrate 
his Mercy, let us adore and worſhip his Ma- 


jeſty, and devote ourſelves entirely to his Ho- 


nour and Service. 

For if we praiſe God only with our Lips, 
whilſt our Hearts are alienated from him; ſuch 
unprofitable Sacrifice will be rejected by him, 
and our Thankſgiving will degenerate into Hy- 
pocriſy. 

The thankful Heart of a true Chriſtian will 
cauſe him to reflect with Concern, for having 
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A THANKSGIVING SERMON, 55 
ever diſobliged his great Benefactor; and will 
make him ſenſible, that the Afflictions he hath 
been in proceeded from God's Anger againſt Sin; 
—that when he withdraws the Rod, he doth it 
in order to encourage us in our Repentance and 
Amendment ;—and that it is the Height of In- 
gratitude and Folly to perſiſt in running coun- 
ter to his Commands, who is ſo good and graci- 
ous to us. 

God hath graciouſly delivered us from dome- 
ſtic Enemies; but we are ill engaged in a 
foreign War with two potent Nations ; it de- 
pends upon God to determine on 4ohich fide 
Succeſs ſhall fall: and how can we expect his 
Favour for the future, if, like a fooliſh and un- 


wiſe People, we requite his former Mercies with 
Diſobedience ? 
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I.!n the midſt of all our Troubles, it hath þ 
I pleaſed God for ſome Years paſt to give us 1 
: plentiful Harveſts, and to fill our Granaries with a 
Corn, fo that we were able to furniſh the ex- 4 
” traordinary Demands we have had for it with- 1 


out any exorbitant Expence: but then his Hand 

hath lain heavy upon us in the Deſtruction of 

our Cattle; the Contagion yet, notwithſtanding 

all our Care, rages and ſpreads; and God only 

knows how far it will reach, or when it will ſtop, 
| Shall 
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Shall-we not therefore, when we conſider all 
this, take up the Words of Ezra, 3 After all 
that is come upon us for our evil Deeds, and for 
our great Treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou our God haſt 

puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, and 
haſt” giuen us fucb Deliverance as this, which 
we now commemorate :; + Should we again break 
thy Commandments, wouldeſi not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadſt conſumed us, fo that there 
ſhould. be mo remnant nor eſcaping? 

God hath it in his Power either to look on 
us with Favour and Compafſion, or to turn 
away his Face from us, and to ſuffer Calamities 
of various Kinds to opprefs us. It will there- 
fore certainly be our greateſt Wifdom to appeaſe 
the Remains of God's Wrath by a ſpeedy and 
effectual Repentance and to add Vows of Obe- 
dience to our Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving; that we may thus engage the great Go- 
vernour of the World i to. be our God,— to 
continue his Mercy towards us, to aſſiſt us in 

all our Troubles, — to fight our Battles againſt 
our Enemies, — to give us Plenty and Peace, — 
to preſerve our Flocks and our Herds, to cure 
the Diſtemper which at preſent deſtroys them, 
and to ſuffer nat our Cattle to decreaſs,— but to 
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make us in all Things a happy People, and to 


crown us with all Kinds of Bleſſings. 


Let it not be thought, that the Mention of 


ſome le, favourable Circumſtances in which 
we are involved, do improperly ſully the Joy of 
this glorions Day: but rather, that Reflection 
on them and on the Duties which they oblige 
us to, are the fitteſt Foundation for the Thanks 
which we are now to offer up; and that this 
Method is well adapted to draw down farther 
Bleſſings from Heaven, and ſo to afford us 
more Occaſions of lauding and praiſing God. 

I might mention other Duties, which ought 
to accompany religious Joy, ſuch as that of 
ſhewing an univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, 
being kind and affectionate to others as God 


hath been merciful to us, and being tender and 


compaſſionate, generous and charitable to the 
Poor. But I ſhall wave inſiſting upon this, in 
order to Name ſome eſpecial Duties, which the 
Occafion of our preſent Joy ſhould particularly 
remind us of, 

If we are glad and rejoice that we are de- 
livered from the Dread of a 7yranmical and ab- 
ſolute Power, ſuperior to our Laws, and de- 
ſtructive of them, ſupported by and ſubordinate 
to a foreign Prince: let us from hence remem- 
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ber that it is our Duty to pay a cheerful Obe- 
dience to thoſe Laus which are preſerved to us; 
and to yield a willing and ready Submiſſion to 
our gracious Sovereign, who governs us accord- 
ing to the Directions of them. Let no Mur- 
murs or Diſcontents ariſe in our Minds: let no 
Fears or Jealouſies obſtruct our Duty, or leſſen 
our Loyalty: let the ſacred Obligations we are 
under prevail on us to be loyal and peaceable, 
and to do all that we can, according to the 
Station which each of us fills, to Promote the 
Quiet and Welfare of the Nation. 

If we are truly thankful for having our Re- 
ligion ſecured to us, for being freed from the 
Danger of having Popery ſettled among us, and 
our Conſciences forced under pain of Fire and 
F aggot to believe what is contrary to Reaſon, or 
hypocritically to profeſs what we can by no 
Means bring ourſelves to believe: — if we are 
really and heartily glad that we are under no 
Neceſſity of paying Adoration to a Piece of 
Bread, of bowing to Stocks and Stones, of 
praying to Saints and Angels, and of admitting 
other Mediators between God and Man, beſides 
the Man Chri/i Jeſus: if theſe Things give us 
a real Pleaſure, we ſhould ſhew it in entertain- 
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true Chriſtian Religion, which is happily pre- 
ferved and eſtabliſhed amongſt us; — in com- 
plying with all its Precepts, in believing all its 
Doctrines, in conforming to its Worſhip, and 
demonſtrating ourſelves to be fincere and hearty 
Proteſtants, or, which in other Words is the 
fame, to be good Chriſtians. 

When therefore we have vowed a us 
ful Obedience to the God of our Salvation, and 
are determined with his gracious Aſſiſtance to 
perform thoſe Duties which our preſent Situa- 
tion requires of us; then it is that his Praiſe will 
become our Mouths; when we are 5 righteous, 
or determine to be ſo, we may with propriety 
rejoice in the Lord, for Praiſe is comely for the 
Upright. 

Let us then comply with the Injunctions of 
our Superiors, and give way to the grateful Mo- 
tions of our own Souls, in ſetting forth the Praiſes 
of that God who hath delivered us. O, /ing 
wnto the Lord a new Song, for be hath done mar- 
vellaus Things : his Right-hand and his boly Arm 
bath gotten him the Victory. 7 He hath redeemed 
our Lives from Deſtruction; he hath crowned us 
with loving Kindneſs and tender Mercies. * Our 


Eye hath ſeen our Defire on our, Enemies, and our 
on _ b 
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Ears baue heard our Defire of the Wicked that 
roſe up againſt us. This is the Lord's doing, it 
is marvellous in our Eyes. Therefore will we 
jg of the Mercies of the Lord for ever; with 
our Mouths will we make known his Faithfulneſs 
to all Generations: ; for be is the Glory of our 
Strength, and in his Favour our Horn ſhall be 
exalted. And as we have no hope elſewhere, 
and all our Confidence is fixed on God alone ; 
to our Praiſes let us add our fervent Prayers for 
the Proſperity of this our Church and Nation; 
that it would pleaſe the Almighty to pour all 
Manner of Bleftings on the ſacred Head of his 
Anointed; to give ſuch Succeſs to hisArmsabroad, 
as may produce a ſafe, honourable, and general 
Peace; to confirm the Fidelity of thoſe loyal 
Subjects who are attach'd to his Government; to 
turn the Hearts of the diſcontented; to baniſh 
from among as domeſtic Troubles and Diſſenſi- 
ons; and, above all, to preſerve his Church from 
all Hereſy and Schiſm, and from every Attempt 
to undermine or overturn it: and may the good 
God accept our Praiſes, and grant theſe our Pray- 
ers, through the alone Merits and Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom, with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Thanks, 
Praiſe and Adoratign . and for ever. Amen. 
Pal. cxviii. i Phat h 
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